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Julius Genachowski
ClIainnan
FederaJ Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW
\Vashington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Genachowski,

I am very disappointed v,ith the FCC Media Bureau's fe·cent order denying a
request to extend the fIling period by 45 days for comments and petitions in the Federal
Comrmmications Conunission's (FCC) proceeding on the proposed Corneast acquisition
of NBC-Universal. Given the large number of important matters before the Commission,
r v.nte to urgently request that the FCC Commissioners reconsider the Media Bureau's
order an.d extend the comment period in conformity with the extension request filed on
March 22. 20 J O.

Last month, public interest groups filed a request with the FCC for a 45-day
extension 10 file petitions to deny, oppose, and comment on the applications of Comcast
Corporation, General Electric Company, and NBC Universal, to assign and transfer
control of certain licenses_ An extension of time is especlally important in these
proceedings given the Commission's request that petitioners raise all issues in their initial
filings. Moreover, the Commission has established filing deadlines in a large number of
important proceedings over the next few months. I finnly believe that given the
extensive resources needed to participate in each upcoming proceeding and the complex
and significant nature of this transaction, a 45-day extension 1S necessary arJd in the
public interest.

I have been tracking the Comcast-1\TBC merger for several month~ and I am very
concerned about the implications this merger has on diversity, localism, and competition
in today's media market. Today, five companies own America's major broadcast
networks, and 90 percent of the top 50 cable networks; produce three-quarters of all
prime-time programming; and control 70 percent of the prime time television market
share.. These same companies also O'-VIl the nation's most popular newspapers and 85
percent ofthe top 20 internet news sites.
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Under the merger before the Commission, America's media industry would be
further consolidated with Comcast's majority ownership and control of the nation's
largest cable system, which includes: one of the nation's largest networks, 27 broadcast
television stations, 12 national cable channels, seven production studios, and several of
the fast growing internet properties. Such an unprecedented transfer ofmedia ownership
and licenses warrants the Commission taking the necessary steps to ensure a complete
and detailed record. Thus, an extension would allow public interest groups and other
organizations sufficient time to better supply the Commission with the invaluable data
and analysis it needs to conduct a comprehensive review of our nation's most
consequential merger transaction to date.

While the FCC has delegated its Media Bureau the authority to make certain
procedural determinations with respect to the Comcast-NBC merger proceedings, I
strongly believe that it is in the public interest for the FCC to provide adequate time for
aU impacted parties to file detailed comments that will greatly assist the Commission in
evaluating the impact ofComcast's acquisition ofNBC Universal.

Therefore, I ask that the FCC Commissioners reconsider the Media Bureau's
denial and extend the deadline for submission of comments an additional 45 days from
the May 3Jd deadline. If you have any further questions concerning this matter, you may
contact Twaun Samuel afmy staff at 202-225-2201.

Sincerely,

>I~~
Maxine Waters .
Member of Congress
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Washington Office

2344 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
TEL: (202) 225-2201
FAX: (202) 225-7854

www.house.gov/waters

Los Angeles District Office

10124 S. Broadway, Suite One
Los Angeles, CA 90003

TEL: (323) 757-8900
FAX: (323) 757-9506

Office of

Maxine Waters
Member ofCongress • 35th Congressional District

I Date: f..ll_'3o+ll_o _

I Fax: ( )

Comments:

I Pages to follow:

: DC • LA

CONFIDENTIAL AN D PRIVILEGED INFORMATION
The information contained in this fax may contain confidential and privileged information belonging to the
Member or Committees of the U.S. House of Representatives and is intended only for the use of the
individual or entity named above. If you are not the intended recipient. you are hereby notified that any
disclosure, copying, distribution, or the taking of any action all the contents of such information contained herein is strictly
prohibited. If you receive this fax in error, please notify us by telephone and retum it to the above address.
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THE CHAIRMAN

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

May 11,2010

The Honorable Maxine Waters
U.S. House of Representatives
2344 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congresswoman Waters:

Thank. you for your letter regarding the Commission's review of the proposed joint
venture between Comcast Corporation and General Electric Company involving GE subsidiary
NBC Universal, Inc. I understand and appreciate your concern that the original filing deadline
for petitions to deny and comments would not provide interested parties sufficient time to
prepare and submit detailed filings evaluating the proposed transaction.

Consistent with the Commission's intention to consider all issues associated with this
proposed transaction as timely and efficiently as possible, the Commission's Media Bureau has
suspended the current filing deadlines. The Bureau took this action after finding in its initial
review of the applications that two additional economic reports were needed from the applicants.
After requesting the two reports, and with your concerns in mind. the Bureau suspended the
filing deadlines - temporarily stopping the 180-day informal time clock - to allow all parties
sufficient time to comment on the supplemental materials.

The Commission has received the reports now, and the Bureau has established a new
pleading cycle. Comments and petitions to deny now are due June 21, 2010. responses to
comments and petitions are due July 21, and replies are due August 5, 2010. This period should
allow commenters a sufficient amount of time to review and comment on the applications and
supplemental materials.

I appreciate your notifying me of your concern about this important proceeding. Please
let me know if I can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski
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